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in the caves lurked dangerous beasts. The pictures t-rere obv:i.ously not meant t o be 
looked at and admired, for the artists painted and engraved a -picture ri ght over 
others done earlier . This habit of superimposition not only r nined the esthetic 
appeal of the earlier -vmrk, but of the new as well. Obviou..sl y it vias the act of 
painting which counted. It is believed that the art vms a magico-rel:i.gi ous one , 
giving expression to P:tedominant social anxieties. I t v1as designed to gi ve the 
artist's tribal mates po"t.rer over the game they hunted. It was thus art f or food's 
s ake, This is especially clear in the paintings of animals pi erced by spears, and 
in clay images ceremonially pierce d. But also a fertility cnl t or magic spells for 
procreation are r epresented by the many pregnant animals and the sexual signs. 
The art is clearly intended to insure happy hunting and. the multiplication of game. 
Tribal magicians conducted magical ceremonies in the tribal sanctuaries, decorated 
by professional tribal artists. The better the artists' Hor!;: the 1110re effective 
the magic . This was the expression of their vmy of lif e. It died when the cliw.ate 
so changed that that vmy of life ended. But t11here this hunting life lived on, in 
the still Arctic north, this style of art lived, as we see in l1 & B1s last section. 

Here · it may be well to interject a brief t-rord about the people of Europe at the 
t ime of the I ce Age art. Professor C. Coon, vJho recently discovered in caves on 
the south shores of the Caspian sea very early remains of modern- type man, divides 
the main early Europeans into three groups. 'l'he Cro- Hagnon folk w·ere tall and big
boned, Hith large, long and rugged heads. The 11Combe Capelle-Brun.Tl11• folk ·were · 
shorter and had narrow heads and faces, and big eyebroH ridges. These gr oups were 
both Caucasoids ( 11Whi tes 11 ), as were also a Grimaldi group t11hose bones some 
11negroid 11 r esemblances. They were buried in a grave in I taly tdth ·a sprinkling of 
r ed ocher. Probably the artists tvere a blend of several such groups, already some
vJha t mixed. 

The Spanish Levant art presents strikirg contrasts tdth the art of the deep caves. 
It i s found in natural niches and shelters throughc:mt the coastal portions of 
eastern Spain. It evidences certain similarities in s t yle 'Hhich suggest a possible 
origin in the Perigordian cave art, a subdivision of the· Aur i gnacian in lvestern 
Europe. ''But uhile the cave art deals primarily with individual animals, vli th 
humans occurri ng but rarely and almost altvays in crude form, thj.s art of East Spain 
consists of human and animal f i gur es, usually very small, combi ned in very spirited 
nar rative compositions - scenes of the hunt, of combat, of peaceful life " 
( Weinberg) . The and arrovT, not known in the cave art, is of t en r epr esented, 
i ndicating a late date. One frieze at Minateda is 60 feet long and through i t s 
superpositions shoHs thirteen periods, indicative of a l ong development. I n t he 
hunting s cenes, the naturalistic animals are pursued by l i ttle men, often very 
stylized, but in four varied st;yles. The animals seem to be derived f rom the cave 
art; the men, their objects and the pictorial composit ion from the art of Africa 
coming by way of Gibraltar. The colors are r ed, brown, yellOl·T, white , gray and 
black. The Spanish Levant art is probably of Mesolithic date, that is betvTeen 
10,000 or 8,ooo and 5,ooo· B. c • 

As already suggested, the Arctic art of northern Scandinavia, the Urals and Si beria 
is more Glosely allied to the cave art. There are mostly rock engravings, with 
paintings in the minority and later. Her e again animals are featured, only rarely 
human f i gures . 'l'his art too is an art of hunting and f ertility magic. There are 
some compositions, but they cannot compare 1-Tith the East Spanish art. The pigments 
vlhich have not been destr oyed by the very adverse vTeather are of the colors r ed, 
violet and bro"t>m. The cultures with l.;hich the Arctic art has been connected are 
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of epi- (final) paleolithic and epi-mesolithic type, and dat.e bet ... ;een about 5,000 
and 1,500 B. c. The oldest art appears to be f arthest no:d,h, ~orhere it has natural
istic tendencies; as it goes southward, :tt be0omes stylized and of later date. 

We cannot close this review of the M & B book without paying tribute to the pro
fusion, the good selection and the excellence uf the illustrations. Though the 
revieu-1er t-muld differ from the authors in some details, he has only admiration for 
a difficult job well done . 

I.H.G. 
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