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v1are and buff vta re •••• among the po.ttcrios of the. American Indians, and of • • •• ce'l;.. 
adoh and othe r ware s amon g mor e highl y advanced potte rs such a s t he Chinese . It is 
especially unfortunate , then, that the.r e is among student s of ·ce r amics no accep ted 
standard of color nomenclatur e which would insure a and pe r manent interpro
tatiori · for each color term used ill the descript ion of ·a pie ce of. pottery.·" 

On pagz 24 is found the following paragr aph. 11 The peculiar gray- gr een glazes known 
as celadons p r esent · complications- that a r e simila rly difficult. In China ce1o.don . · .. · 
glaze has been applied to porcelains and fine stonewares ·since t he ninth cent ur y at 
least, reaching tl1e peak so far as aesthetic quality is conce r ned probabl y i ri the 
thirteenth century. Di·stinctions have been dr avm between the colors of several ·dif
ferent ki l ns iri t he. t hirteenth century, and between Chinese, · Japanese , Korean, and 
Siamese celadons , ·as weil· ·as between the ce l adons of diff e r ent. periods in China ; but 
no description has -yet proved really .adequate. The Chinese have typically comp a red 
the ce l adon color to the tint ·of young ·on ions, but they never mention hovv young t he 
onions should be, and the co l or mutations t hrough a few days of growth may be 
noticeable . · ·Grass is a very uns table basis fo r exact comparison, an d when one' 
observer calls celadons · gras·s - or onion-gr een, and another r efe r s to them as olive 
in hue it is apparent that confusion must a r ise ." 

The author then goes ··on t o· say that color analysis by means of llia.JC\vell disks " or 
some other laboratory device ". is r ather too complicated to ·be gener ally applied, · 
discusses the Ridg;way (1912) book of color standar ds , and r e connnends the us e of the 
" Dictionary of Color" (I.IcGraw-Hill, 1930) by ·A. Mae rz and 11. R'e a Paul, the latter · 

I . 

a repeat Chairman of t he ISCC, pointing out t hat the 1atte r work r epr oduced t he color 
standards of the forme r wor k . In this connecti on it may be mentioned t hat the 
M & P Dictionary ' s 11 cela don· green," sample 21 B 4, has t he ¥runs ell notation· 5 GY · 

. 5.6/2. 4, accor ding to the· averaged comparisons with three cop i e s of t.he M -& ·p work 
made by i.lr s. Genevieve ReLrna.nn and the Editor . Grass green, 21· L 5, was 4 . 5 GY 
5. 6/5 . 7; pea c;reen, 20 G 6, wa s 6 . 5 GY 5. 6/4.5 ; and olive green, 15 -1 4 , was 9 . 5 Y · 
3,8/3.8, the hue in t he t hree cop i e s from 7.5 to 10 Y. Thes·e .are s o- c a lled 
"book notations , " not "re- notations . 11 ·" onion green11

· i s listed or des cribe d in · 
Maerz and Paul. Accordi ng t o a p roposed revision of· the ISCC- NBS color-name de 
scriptions , ce1adon green of 1J. & P would be a " gray ish y e llow gr een." The Editor, 
i n Webster ' s New Inte r n a tional Dictionary, translating M & P, descri bed t he color 
as ".greenish-ye llow in hue, of low saturation and medium ·b rilliance (lightness)." 

March devote s t hree p ages to t he method of ·us i ng M & P to determine p ott ery c olors. 
He ·then goes on (p . 29- 30) to say : 11 In t he study of celadons the genera l r ange of 
the term 'is f a irly well understood, but we find a wide· r·ange of gr ay- green and blue
gre'en tints included i n the classifi cation . The di'fferentiation of Lung- ch ' uan 
celadons . in general from the specialized Chang y ao, and both from the later products 
of Ch i ngtechen ·will necessitate exact color definition of known or r e asonably certa in 
examples. As ye t .no adequate study has been made, but i t i s hoped that -the extensive 
celadon colle ction of the Museum of Anthropology will yie l d some va l uable· i nfor.mation 
on type range s and tne r e lation of c'ol o.r to other attributes . Certain examp l e s ·of 
ce l adons may be cited from s pecimens i n the Freer Gallery ·of'· Art i n Washingt on:, D·.c., 
a collection noted for the superior quality of its c ontents . The standard cela don 
of Maerz and Pau l is 21 B 4 , ih ·t he yellow to green· gr oup . A bowl r egarded as of 
Lung- ch ' uan t ype but l a:te r than Sung ( 960-1280 A. D. ) in the Freer c'olle ction has a 
glaze 21 B· 5, a l most t he standard . A vase of w:hat is generally kn owh as Sung dyn'a sty 
Lung-ch ' uan type, howev e r , ha s a glaze of 26 C 5, i n the gr een t o· b l ue - green gr oup . 
A small bowl des cribed as "la t e Sung, Lung- ch ' uan type" has a glaze of 28 D 5 appr ox
imating Frenc h gray. A. Ko rean celo.don bowl is gl aze 30 A 3, i n t he green to b l ue -
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green group, and two bowls of Northe rn celadon type fall into the orange to yellow 
group, 14 I 2 a."l.d 14 J 3, approximating silver fe rn. 11 
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