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resources of copper ore soon led to the development of a Copper Age civilization. In 
Spain, the Almer ian culture of El Garce l (News Letter No . 42) developed to a "second 
neolithic" with Egyptian-looking plain dar k pottery. 

Britain. Ireland and the "Highland Zone" of Great Britain have supplies of tin, 
copper and gold ; but these must be r eached by colonists from the Continent by passa@S 
through the Lowland Zone. In the latter, r eached by short sea crossing , cultures 
long preserved the marks of their Continental deve lopment ; the former zone was filled 
by mor e insul ar cultures. When neolithic peasants crossed from Fr ance and Be l gium , 
at fi r st they occupied t he cha lk cliffs while the mesolith ic hunters and f ishe rs were 
pushed i nl and . Their 11Neolithic A11 s i tes extended from Eastern Sussex to Devon and 
Cornwal l. The 11c lassic " site (clearly defined in 1925) is Windmill Hill , Wilthsire . 
The hill-tops were fortified by systems of ditches , supplemented by causways and 
palisades . Maiden Castl e covered 12 ac r es. The camps' occupants lived most ly by 
br eeding cattle and othe r animals and cultivat ing bread wheat. Highl y skilled miners 
mined flint fo r export, t hough this i ndustry flourished to i ts ful l est extent several 
centur ies l ater. Carved figurine s and phalli and ant ler combs ar e e lements of this 
culture, while the vases are "leathery 11 or 11baggy" round -bottomed pots with simple 
rims and ve rtically pierced lugs for handles. This war e and other culture elements 
are typical of the gene ral We ste rn Neolithic, but some other e l ements we r e los t i n 
the sea crossing. 

Mega lithic Cultures . I n News Letter No. 42 we mentioned the megalithic (large stone) 
templ es of Malta. It is now necessary to di gress somewhat to t r ace the spread of the 
megalithic i dea , which we have stated goes back ultimate l y to Arpachi yah . Evidence 
of the spread of Near Easte r n culture to Western Eur ope is afforded by the architec ­
tur e of mega lithic tombs which dot the supposed maritime r oute and the l and routes 

' suppl ement i ng them from the Mediterranean Sea to the At l antic. The tomb contents 
prove the cul tures and the peopl es to be varied , but the regular recurrence of 
architectur a l details and the distri bution of the tombs suggest the diffusion of some 
r e ligious i dea expressed in funery ritual. Except i n Egypt they ser ved everywhere as 
collective sepulchers or family vaults. Collective burial ente rs simultaneously with 
mega lith ic archi tectur e . The form of the tombs depended on local condit i ons. 

Ther e we r e "beehive tombs " ("Tholos"), so- called because of the ir shape ; "passage 
gr aves ," with burial chamber enter ed by a l ower , narrower passage ; "long stone cists " 
or "gallery graves" with short wi de por ches . Somet ime s there was division into com• 
partments , producing "segmented c ists." Small chambers with entr a nce passage built 

mega-li thic uprights supporting a l a rge capstone a r e known as "dolmens ." 
In Scandinavia , the chronological sequence : dolmen, passage grave, long stone cist , 
ho l ds good; but the old idea , influenced by a supposition of evolution fo llowed by 
degeneration, that th i s sequence applied a l so elsewher e , has been di sproved. An 
e laborate theory that the megal ithic tomb was diffused by "Prospectors" or "Children 
of the Sun," setting out from Egypt to find meta l or es or precious stones , valued for 
their mugicnl qualities us "giver s of life , 11 has nlso been discredited , though '\ve 
hnve accepted the i dea ns appl ying part i a lly to r ed ocher. Megalithic distribution 
does corr e l ate . in a general way with sources of mine ral weal th ; but the tomb furniture 
fails to support the i dea of the exploitation of these resources. I n fact the quan­
tity of metal f rom the tombs is not i n direct ratio to their numbe r but i n i nve rse 
rat i o to their distance f rom natural sources or trade channe l s for metals. It is now 
be l ieved that one route of d i ffusion spread from the Copper Age Medi terranean coun­
tries by way of the Catalan end of the Pyrenees in Spa i n , ac r oss to the west coast of 
France to the northwest and north of Europe (the "Pyr enean route") . A later and 
longer route was by way of Sout hwest Spain, Portugal, Galic i a and the Atlantic ocean. 
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The former route brought to Scandinavia the dolmens , the l atter the passage graves; 
while long stone cists evolved in the North under southern influences. A stone ­
walled sepul cher for collective buri al was found in an Almerian site (dating t o about 
2600 B. C. ?) of the Second Neolithic; and in the succeedi ng Spanish Coppe r Age the 
tombs were re gul arly corbelled tholoi or other megaliths . Passage graves we re 
introduced by colonists , appar ent l y from Sardinia, into Catalonia between Bar celona 
and the French bor der , pe rhaps by 2550 or even 2600 B.C. Gallery gr aves and other 
types , as tho monumenta l rock-cut t ombs at Arles , we re built west of the Rhone as 
we ll as in the Basque Provinces; and soon they spread north and across France to 
Brittany, vmose ga llery graves and cists may be dated near 2550 B.c. , and long mounds 
slie:htly later. The countr y r ound the Gulf of Morbihan and the Channe l Islands were 
an important hal ting pl ace on the road to the Cornish tin-lodes and Irish gold-fields; 
and a new gr oup of cultures we r e b l ended onto the Western Neolithic. 
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