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resources of copper ore soon led to the development of a Copper Age civilization. In
Spain, the Almerian culture of El Garcel (News Letter No. 42) developed to a "second
neolithie" with Egyptian-looking plain dark pottery.

Britain. Ireland and the "Highland Zone" of Great Britain have supplies of tin,
copper and gold; but these must be reached by colonists from the Continent by passage
through the Lowland Zone. In the latter, reached by short sea crossing, cultures
long preserved the marks of their Continental development; the former zone was filled
by more insular cultures. When neolithic peasants crossed from France and Belgium,
at first they occupied the chalk cliffs while the mesolithie hunters and fishers were
pushed inland., Their "Neolithic A" sites extended from Eastern Sussex to Devon and
Cornwall. The "classic" site (clearly defined in 1925) is Windmill Hill, Wilthsire.
The hill-tops were fortified by systems of ditches, supplemented by causways and
palisades. Maiden Castle covered 12 acres. The camps' occupants lived mostly by
breeding cattle and other animals and cultivating bread wheat. Highly skilled minsrs
mined flint for export, though this industry flourished to its fullest extent several
centuries later. Carved figurines and phalli and antler combs are elements of this
culture, while the vases are "leathery" or "baggy" round-bottomed pots with simple
rims and vertically pierced lugs for handles. This ware and other culture elements
are typical of the gensral Western Neolithic, but some other elements were lost in
the sea crossing.

Megalithic Cultures. In News Letter Nos, 42 we mentioned the megalithic (large stone)
temples of WMalta. It is now necessary to digress somewhat to trace the spread of the
megalithic idea, which we have stated goes back ultimately to Arpachiyah. Evidence
of the spread of Near Eastern culture to Western Europe is afforded by the architec-
ture of megalithic tombs which dot the supposed maritime route and the land routes
supplementing them from the Mediterranecan Sea to the Atlantic. The tomb contents
prove the cultures and the peoples to be varied, but the regular recurrance of
architectural details and the distribution of the tombs suggest the diffusion of some
religious idea expressed in funery ritual, Except in Egypt they served everywhere as
collective sepulchers or family vaultse Collective burial enters simultaneously with
megalithic architecture. The form of the tombs depended on local conditionss

There were "beehive tombs" ("Tholos"), so=called because of their shape; "passage
graves," with burial chamber entered by a lower, narrower passage; "long stone cists"
or "gallery graves" with short wide porches. Sometimes there was division into com=
partments, producing "segmented cists." Small chambers with entrance passage built
of 3 to 6 megelithic uprights supporting a large capstone are known as "dolmens."

In Scandinavia, the chronological sequence: dolmen, passage grave, long stone cist,
holds good; but the old idea, influenced by a supposition of evolution followed by
degeneration, that this sequence applied also elsewhere, has been disproved. An
elaborate theory that the megalithic tomb was diffused by "Prospectors" or "Children
of the Sun," setting out from Egypt to find metal ores or precious stones, valusd for
their magical qualities as "givers of life," has also been discredited, though we
have accepted the idea as applying partially to red ocher. Megelithic distribution
does correlate in a general way with sources of mineral wealth; but the tomb furniture
fails to support the idea of the exploitation of these resources, In fact the quan-
tity of metal from the tombs is not in direct ratio to their number but in inverse
ratio to their distance from natural sources or trade channels for metals. It is now
believed that one route of diffusion spread from the Copper Age Mediterransan coun-
tries by way of the Catalan end of the Pyrenees in Spain, across to the west coast of
France to the northwest and north of Europe (the "Pyrenean route"), A later and
longer route was by way of Southwest Spain, Portugal, Calicia and the Atlantic ocean.
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The former route brought to Scandinavie the dolmens, the latter the passage graves;
while long stone cists evolved in the North under southern influences, A stone-
walled sepulcher for collective burial was found in an Almerian site (dating to about
2600 BsCo?) of the Second Neolithic; and in the succeeding Spanish Copper Age the
tombs were regularly corbelled tholol or other megaliths., Passage graves were
introduced by colonists, apparently from Sardinia, into Catalonia between Barcelona
and the French border, perhaps by 2550 or even 2600 B.C. Gallery graves and other
types, as the monumental rock-cut tombs at Arles, were built west of the Rhone as
well as in the Basque Provinces; and soon they spread north and across France to
Brittany, whose gallery graves and cists may bs dated nsar 2550 B.C., and long mounds
slightly later. The country round the Gulf of Morbihan and the Chamnel Islands were
an important halting place on the road to the Cornish tin-lodes and Irish gold-fields;
and a new group of cultures were blended onto the VWestern Neolithie,
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